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"(55) Lo! God said: "O Jesus! 
Verily, I shall cause thee to die, and shall 
exalt thee unto Me, and cleanse thee of [the 
presence of) those who are bent ort denying 
the truth; and I shall place those who follow 
thee [far] above those who are bent on 
denying the truth, untd the Day of 
Resurrection. In the end, unto Me you all 
must return, and I shall judge between you 
with regard to all on which you were wont 
to differ .45 

45 This refers to all who revere 
jesus (i.e., the Christians, who believe him 
to be "the son of God", and the Muslims, 
who regard him as a prophet) as well as to 
those who deny him altogether. Regarding 
God’s promise to Jesus, "I shall exalt thee 


unto Me", see surah 4, note 172. 
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"(157) and their Boast, "Behold, we 
have slain the Christ Jesus, son of Mary, 
[who claimed to be] an apostle of God!" 

However, they did not slay him, and* 
neither did they crucify him, but it only 
seemed to them [as if it had been] sojni 
and, verily, those who hold conflicting 
views thereon are indeed confused, having 
no [real] knowledge thereof, and following 
mere conjecture. For, of a certainty, they 
did not slay him: (158) nay, God exalted 
him unto Himself 172 . and God." 

"171 Thus, the Quran categorically 
denies the story of the crucifixion of Jesus. 
There exist, among Muslims, many fanciful 
legends telling us that at the last moment 
God substituted for Jesus a person closely 
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resembling him (according to some 
accounts, that person was Judas), who was 
susbequently crucified in his place. 
However, none of these legends finds the 
slightest support in the Quran or in 
authentic Traditions, and the stories 
produced in this connection by the classial 
commentators must be summarily rejected. 
They represent no more than confused 
attempts at "harmonizing" the Quranic 
statement that Jesus was not crucified with 
the graphic description, in the Gospels, of 
his crucifixion. The story of the crucifixion 
as such has been succinctly explained in the 
Quranic phrase wa-lakin shubbiha lahum, 
which I render as "but it only appeared to 
them as if it had been so" -implying that in 
the course of time, long after the time of 
Jesus, a legend had somehow grown up 
(possibly under the then-powerful influence 
of Mirthraistic beliefs) to the effect that he 
had died on the cross in order to atone for 
the "original sin" with which mankind is 
allegedly burdened; and this legend became 
so firmly established among the latter-day 
followers of Jesus that even his enemies, 
the Jews, began to believe it - ableit in a 
derogatory sense (for crucifixion was, in 
those times, a heinous form of 
death-penalty reserved for the lowest of 
criminals). This, to my mind, is the only 
satisfactory explanation of the phrase 
wa-lakin shubbiha lahum, the more so as 
the expression shubbiha li is idiomatically 
synonymous with khuyyila li "[a thing] 
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became a fancied image to me", i.e., "in my 
mind" - in other words, "[it] seemed to me" 
(see Qamus, art. khayala, as well as Lane 
II, 833, and IV, 1500). 

172 Cf. 3:55, where God says to 
/esus, "Verily, I shall cause thee to die, and 
shall exalt thee unto Me." The verb 
rafa'ahu (lit., "he raised him" or "elevated 
him") has always, whenever the act of raf 
("elevating") of a human being is attributed 
to God, the meaning of "honouring" of 
"exalting". Nowhere in the Quran is there 
any warrant for the popular belief that God 
has "taken up" Jesus bodily, in his lifetime, 
into heaven. The expression "God exalted 
him unto Himself" in the above verse 
denotes the elevation of Jesus to the realm 
of God's special grace - a blessing in which 
all prophets partake, as is evident from 
19:57, where the verb rafa'nahu ("We 
exalted him"-) is used with regard to the 
Prophet Idris. (See also Muhammad Abduh 
in Manar III, 316 f. and VI, 20 f.) The 
"nay" ( bal ) at the beginning of the sentence 
is meant to stress the contrast between the 
belief of the Jews that they had put Jesus to 
a shameful death on the cross and the fact 

• « : • .... - s , '■ * • : |- 

of God's having "exalted him unto 
Himself." 
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(49) ”.I HAVE COME unto you 

with a message from your Sustainer. I shall 
create for you out of clay, as it were, the 
shape of [your] destiny, and then breathe 
into it, so that it might become [your] 
destiny by God’s leaver? and I shall heal the 
blind and the leper, and bring the dead back 
to life by God’s leavers and I shall let you 
know what you may eat and what you 
should store up in your houses .39 Behold, in 
all this there is indeed a message for you, if 
you are [truly] believers. 

(50) "And [I have come] to confirm 
the truth of whatever there still remains^ of 
the Torah, and to make lawful unto you 
some of the things which [aforetime] were 
forbidden to you. And I have come unto 
you with a message from your Sustainer; 
remain, then, conscious of God, and pay 
heed unto me." 

"37 Lit., "[something] like the shape 
of a bird (tayr)\ and then I shall breathe into 
it, so that it might [or "whereupon it will"] 
become a bird...". The noun tayr is a plural 




of tair ("flying creature" or "bird"), or an 
infinitive noun ("flying") derived from the 
verb tara ("he flew"). In pre-Islamic usage, 
as well as in the Quran, the words tair and 
tayr often denote "fortune" or "destiny", 
whether gobd or evil (as, for instance, in 
7:131,27:47 or 36:19, and still more clearly 
in 17:13). Many instances of this idiomatic 
use of tayr and tair are given in all the 
authoritative Arabic dictionaries; see also 
Lane V, 1904 f. Thus, in the parabolic 
manner so beloved by him, Jesus intimated 
to the children of Israel that out of humble 
clay of their lives he would fashion for 
them the vision of a soaring destiny, and 
that this vision, brought to life by his 
God-given inspiration, would become their 
real destiny by God’s leave and by the 
strength of their faith (as pointed out at the 
end of this verse). 

38 It is probable that the "raising of 
the dead" by Jesus is a metaphorical 
description of his giving new life to people 
who were spiritually dead; cf. 6:122- "Is 
then he who was dead [in spirit], and whom 
We thereupon gave life, and for whom We 
set up a light whereby he can see his way 
among men- [is then he] like unto one [who 
is lost] in darkness deep, out of which he 
cannot emerge?" If this interpretation is - as 
I believe - correct, then the "healing of the 
blind and the leper" has a similar 
significance: namely, an inner regeneration 
of people who were spiritually diseased and 
blind to the truth. 
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